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About the CSD 
The Centre for Sustainable Development (CSD) was formed on 1st January 2023. The 
CSD is a research Centre, received seed grants from two philanthropies – Dr. Ravi 
Pandit, and Praj Industries Limited. The grants are under a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics (GIPE) with both the 
grantees. The MOUs cover a 3-year period, from 1st January 2023 to 31st December 
2025. 
 
The Centre is headed by full-time Professor, Dr. Gurudas Nulkar, and is supported by a 
team of 5 researchers working on the projects.  
 
Besides the two philanthropic seed grants, the Centre seeks grants from industry CSR 
funds, government grants and fellowships.  
 
As this Centre has recently started, this is a report of activities for a 5-month period.  
 

Objectives and Mandate of the CSD 
 

The CSD is guided by the Vision and Mission of Gokhale Institute of Politics and 
Economics. The Objective so the Centre are:  

1. To create knowledge on Environmental issues 

2. To undertake economic valuation of environmental facets 

3. To advance research in sustainable energy 

4. To assess and inform Climate Policies and protocols 

To reach these objectives, the CSD is mandated to undertake the following activities: 

1. Research on relevant issues 

2. Documentation of best practices 

3. Outreach and dissemination 

4. Knowledge-sharing workshops and events 

5. Policy advocacy 

6. Network and collaborate 
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Thematic Areas of Research 
The CSD is currently working in 5 thematic areas:  

1. Biomass & Renewable Energy 
2. Circular Economy 
3. Net-Zero and Climate Resilient Rural Development 
4. Urban Challenges 
5. Education 

Projects in progress in Thematic Areas  
In each of the 5 thematic areas, CSD is working on projects as mentioned below:  

1. Biomass & Renewable Energy 
a. 4F Biomass based energy Model for renewable energy transition 

Grant RP Funds 
Project Lead : Hrushikesh Barve 
 

b. Lifecycle analysis of 1G Ethanol from Sugarcane juice 
Grant: Praj Funds 
Project Lead: Soomrit Chattopadhyay 
 

2. Circular Economy 
a. Mission City Chakra 

Grant: RP Funds 
Project Lead: Aditi Deodhar 

b. Marine Trawler Pollution in Konkan coast 
Grant: SL Kirloskar CSR Foundation 
Project Lead: Shruti Ghag 
 

3. Net-Zero and Climate Resilient Rural Development 
a. Mandede Village: Net-Zero and Climate Resilience Project 

Grant: Praj Industries 
Project Lead: Komal Dhiwar 
 

4. Urban Challenges 
a. Urban Water 

Grant: Kishor Pumps CSR 
Project Lead: Soomrit Chattopadhyay 
 

5. Education 
a. Summer School: Strategizing Sustainable Development of CSR Managers.  

2 Day program for CSR Managers.  
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Details of each Project  
4F Biomass based energy Model for renewable energy transition  

Funding RP Grant 

Status 

• 4 projects undergoing active discussions, 12 locations identified 

• Pitched to Principal Scientific Advisor, participated in cross-Ministry consultation 

• Potential leads 10 

• Working with: AKRSP - 6, Anandwan -1, DoLR Satara -1, Nanded – 1, Jalna – 1, 
Sahyadri Farms - 1, Paani Foundation, Adani Total Gas - captive, Thermax 

Way forward 

• Strengthen 4-F framework with experience gained 

• Cluster implementation at atleast 5 places: (1-DoLR, 2-AKRSP, 1-Anandwan, 
Experimental with Sahyadri Foundation)  

Potential Impact 

• 6 clusters – over 5000 acres under biomass fuel, employment, decentralized 
energy 

• Building an Ecosystem for biomass energy : Funding, FPOs, Implementers, Fuel 
processers, end users 

 

Associations and collaborations 
Sustainable Development requires multi-disciplinary capabilities and systems approach. 
Therefore, the CSD has made several associations and collaborative working 
arrangements with NGOs, Think Tanks and experts.  

1. Janwani: NGO specialising in urban solid-waste management.  
2. Pune Knowledge Cluster: Established under the Office of the Principal Scientific 

Advisor to the PM.  
3. Pune International Centre: Think Tank, working in Energy, Environment and 

Climate Change 
4. BAIF: NGO specialising in rural development, agriculture and livelihoods 
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Publications 
In this short period of 6 months, there were two publications in peer reviewed, Scopus 
indexed Journals. Both are categorised as B Journals by ABDC ranking.  

1. Carbon Emissions in Pune Metropolitan Region (PMR) due to Logistics Industries 
Australasian Accounting, Business and Finance Journal, 17(1), 2023, 111-126. 
doi:10.14453/aabfj.v17i1.10 
Authors: Bhagwat, Kedar; Gujar, Sameer; Rout, Ankush Kumar; Natholia, Rishabh; 
Sanjay, S.; Nulkar, Gurudas; Malik, Amitav; Bhagwat, Siddharth; and Pawar, Shalvi 

2. Greening of Public Transport in Pune – A Feasibility Study Australasian Accounting, 
Business and Finance Journal, 17(1), 2023, 220-235. doi:10.14453/aabfj.v17i1.09 
Authors: Sen, Vasundhara; Hajela, Akanksha; Suneeth, G.; Saxena, Sarvesh; and Deore, 
Ayush, Nulkar, Gurudas.  

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.14453/aabfj.v17i1.10
http://dx.doi.org/10.14453/aabfj.v17i1.09







